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As we review the past two months, we rejoice in the Lord in those who have been brought into our fellow-
ship.  Teresa Rodland, Robin Elvir, Vera Flegel, Ariana Maniscalco, Anthony & Mary Ann Nemitz, Dede King and 
Douglas & Donna McDowell united with our church by transfer of letter/statement.  Troy Davenport, Jillian Gibbs, 
Allison Suchadoll and Eddie Yanick united with our church through their profession of faith and baptism.  We rejoice 
in each of these and pray that they would be a blessing to us and us to them. 

As we enter in the New Year of 2010, we are focusing on the January Bible Study theme:  the Parables 
of the Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew.  I am preaching/teaching through these parables on Sunday mornings and 
evenings, and then taking a closer in-depth study on parts of these on Wednesday evenings.  Study booklets are 
available in the foyer and church office.  We will continue this study throughout the month of January. 

During this month, there are many other wonderful and exciting events of which we need to be aware.  Per-
mit me to remind you of a few of these: 

 Sunday - January 17 - both Morning Worship Services - The Observance of the Lord’s Supper;    

 Sunday -January 24 - both Morning Worship Services - Sanctity of Human Life Emphasis; 

 Sunday - January 31 - 6:00pm - County-Wide Galveston Baptist Association Evangelism Rally at the 

Texas City Convention Center - Guest Speaker: Dr. John Morgan of Sagemont (no evening adult service at  
AFBC on this night). 

Please plan to participate with us in these exciting events. 
 During the month of January, we are excited to have Bro. Robert Burkhart leading the music in our worship 
services.  He is doing a great job helping us during this transition time between worship pastors.  Pray for him as he 
helps us, and volunteer to help him as he plans and leads the worship services.  During this month, he will be meet-
ing with the Worship Choir on Wednesday evenings as his schedule permits.  Please be in prayer also for our Asso-
ciate Pastor of Worship Search Committee (Mark Higginbotham –chair, Kelly Higginbotham, Luke Rogers, Becky 
Newton, and Mary Janell Kays).  They continue to meet, pray, and work regularly as they narrow the list of candi-
dates down to the person that they believe they should pursue for this position. 
 This month begins our church stewardship campaign preparations.  Dr. Bob Eklund of Dallas will be here 
this week to train, explain, lead, and guide us into this campaign.  Ten important leaders of AFBC are being selected 
to help us lead out in this important campaign.  Please be in prayer for these leaders and this campaign as we take 
steps of faith together to fund the new building project.  

In the study of the Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew, one of the parables we have studied 
is the Parable of the Sower & the Soils (Mt. 13:1-9; 18-23).  The Lord Jesus told of a farmer who sowed his seeds in 
four kinds of soil.  The soil makes the difference between healthy plants and no plants coming up in the field.  This 
farmer sowed seed in the following kinds of soil:  1) soil on the side of the road (hard ground);  2) soil on rocky 
places where there was not much soil (shallow soil);  3) soil that had thorny plants in it (thorny soil);  and 4) good 
soil.  Only the good soil produced plants that yielded fruit. 

So what in the world was the Lord Jesus talking about?  He explains this parable as follows: 
1) the first soil (13:19) is when someone hears the Good News of the Kingdom of Heaven but does not un-

derstand it, so the evil one comes and takes the seed away before it can take root; this kind of soil represents peo-
ple who are hard-hearted toward the Good News of Christ and will not receive it; 

2) the second soil (13:20) is where the seed of the Good News is planted in a person’s heart who receives 
it but does not permit it to take root in him (like rocky or stoney soil might cause); this represents people who shal-
lowly receive the seed of faith but are hard-hearted underneath so that faith cannot take root; 

3) the third soil (13:22) is where the seed is planted in people who have the thorns of materialism in them 
that chokes out the faith so that it dies before it can become a plant that bears fruit;  

4) the fourth soil (13:23) is the good soil that permitted the plant to grow and prosper and bear lots of fruit; 
this soil represents the person who receives the Good News of Christ within them and it grows and bears fruit with 
seeds to share with others around him. 

So which soil are you?      In His Love, 

        Pastor Rick 

T H E  D OV E  
A Word from the Pastor: 
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AFBC LADIES BOOT CAMP!! 

WOW!  We had our very first boot camp on Monday evening,  

January 4th, and we had between 35 and 40 women  

ranging in age from 14 years to 70 something!   

You could say that together we burned around 17,500 calories in just one hour!   

Iõm gonna have to step up the workouts!  These ladies mean business!   

 We had such a great time!  We laughed at each other -- or I mean, we laughed with each other 

and really had fun!  Itõs very motivating to work out with Christian friends!  We are there to encourage 

each other!   

 We are going to strive to not only have a healthy body, but grow spiritually as well!  We have a 

weekly Bible verse to memorize!  This week our Bible verse is, òI can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me,ó Philippians 4:13.  Canõt start off with a better one than that! 

 We meet in F4 on Mondays and Thursdays from 6:00-7:00 p.m. and Saturday mornings from 

9:30-10:30!  Child care is available, and the cost is $2 per child.  We will start and end on time; so donõt 

be late!  If you would like to join us, boot camp paperwork is located in the church office!  If you have any 

questions, feel free to call me (Julie Beanland) anytime at (409) 457-3803!   

 See you there!  No excuses!! 

LOTTIE MOON  AFBC GOAL:  $7000   RECEIVED:  $3,808.35 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 

OWLS Monthly Meeting òHobo Supperóñ6:00pmñFellowship Hall 

(Meat provided, bring your favorite already cooked ingredients to add to the pot.) 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 10AM ð 2PM  

Youth BBQ SaleñAFBC Front Parking LotñBuy your $7 tickets now!   

Support our youth for the 2010 mission trip, retreat & summer camp. 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17  

À OBSERVANCE OF THE LORDõS SUPPER ð Morning Worship Services ð Worship Center 

À 7:00pm Church Business Conference ð Worship Center 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24ñSanctity of Human Life 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31  

À 12:00pm New Member Luncheon/OrientationñFellowship Hall 

À GBA Evangelism RallyñTexas City Convention CenterñJohn Morgan, SpeakerñLuke Garrett, Music 
 

Special Notes:   

À During the month of January, the Pastor will be preaching through a January Bible Study  

      series on the Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven. This study will be a preaching/teaching 

      series on Sunday Mornings & Evenings and Wednesday Evenings through January. Adult  

      Study Booklets ($7 donation) are available in the Foyer or the Church Office.   

À During the month of January, our Worship Leader will be Bro. Robert Burkhart during all services on 

Sundays and Wednesdays.  He has requested that the Worship Choir meet with him on Wednesday 

nights at 7:45pm in the Worship Center. 



KIDSõ KORNER 
AWANA CLUBS - Our AWANA Clubs started back up on January 3rd with 51!  We have lots on the cal-

endar!  January 10 - Toilet Paper Your Leader Night; January 17 - AWANA Store; January 24 - Double 

Ticket Night; and January 31 - Drive-in Movie/Popcorn Night!  Plus, next month we will be signing up 

for the AWANA Grand Prix!  Grand Prix Kits are $5 each!  We will start taking orders next month!  Our 

3rd Annual Grand Prix is scheduled for March 7th!  More details soon!  AFBC AWANA Clubs meet each 

Sunday evening from 5:55 to 7:30 p.m. for ages 3 (by September 1st) through the 6th grade!  Join us 

in 2010! 

MOTHERõS DAY OUT / PRESCHOOL - Wow!  2010 is upon us!  Our MDO program is up and going 

again!  We are studying the ten commandments this month as well as the life of Moses!  Our themes 

are: Moses, Winter, Arctic Animals, and Nursery Rhymes.  We have a few new faces that started our 

program this week, and we are so excited to get to know our new little ones and welcome their fami-

lies into our program!   

CHILDRENõS CHOIRS - Our childrenõs choirs have started back up!  They meet on Wednesday eve-

nings from 6:30 - 7:30!  We sure enjoyed their presentation in December! 

 

Looking forward to a fantastic year!!!  I canõt wait to see what God has in store for AFBC in 2010! 

 

            Loving Him, 

      Julie Beanland  

Sanctity of Human Life  
 

"As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in a mother's womb,   

so you cannot understand the work of God,  the Maker of all things."   Ecclesiastes 11:5 
 

 

January is recognized as Sanctity of Human Life month, with Sanctity of Human Life Sun-

day (SOHLS) held on the Sunday in January that falls closest to the day on which the Roe 

v. Wade decision that legalized abortion was handed down by the U.S. Supreme Court on 

January 22, 1973.  President Ronald Reagan declared the first SOHLS in 1983. 
 

 

In 2010, Sanctity of Human Life Sunday will be celebrated on January 24th. 

Count Your Mini Blessings!  
 A Sunday School teacher was discussing the ten commandments with her 

5 -  and 6 - year - olds.   

 After explaining the commandment to honor thy father and mother, she 

asked, ÖIs there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and 

sisters?× 

 One quick - thinking 5 - year - old piped up and said, ÖYes! Thou shalt not 

kill!× 



MISSION  STATEMENT 
The purpose of  Arcadia First  

Baptist Church shall be to     
present  Jesus Christ so that lost 
souls are drawn to Him through 

ministry and discipleship  
and to encourage fellowship  

in Christ for support. 

YOUTH STUFF  
 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

6˓:30pm Worship/Bible Study 

7˓:30pm Youth Ministry Council 

Meeting 1st & 3rd Wednesday of 
every month in the Conference 
Room  

SUNDAY NIGHT 

4˓:30pm Drama Ministry 

6˓:00pm W.R.O.C.  @ TYC 

7˓:00pm WRAP-UP 

Sign-up for activities  

(check the board) 
www.arcadiafbc.org/dock 
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A Growing Great Commission 

Church For A Growing   

Gulf Coast Community 

 

HOWDY!!!     

 Wowé itõs a brand new year.   That is amazing.  It  came oh so fast.   Can we say 

2009?  I wonder how many people  (besides myself) put 2008 on their checks the first 
few days of 2009.   With a new year comes new expectations.   My desire is that our youth  

grow in our Lord Jesus Christ like they never have.   My desire is that  the youth leaders 

as well as myself grow in our relationship with Jesus  like we  never have before.  We 
should never ever be satisfied on  where we are in our relationship with Jesus.   We should 

always be  pushing the envelope to the extreme!!!   As teenagers, they all love the  word, 

òEXTREME.ó  And they know what it means.   

 We are in the last days to sign up for this summerõs mission trips.  The youth will 

be going down to Brownsville to teach Vacation Bible School.  The deadline to sign up 

( To say that you are interested.) for the mission trip will be January 18th.   One week later 

(25th), at noon, we will have a meal for those who signed up and there families.   At this 
time they will receive everything that is required of them and be told what to expect.   

Please pray for those and their families as they begin this journey. 

 

Be Bananas 4 JESUS!!!!!!!! 

Brian 
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