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A Word from the Pastor:

In 2 Chronicles 24:1-14, the nation of Israel had been split into two kingdoms: Judah
and Israel. The two kingdoms had been at war against the invading Assyrian empire (the roots
of the Syrian Arab Republic of today). Much devastation and bondage had occurred during
these years. At the end of the war round 800 years before Christ, the Chief Priest Jehoiada
anointed a new King over Judah by the name of Joash. King Joash was only seven years old,
but God’s hand was upon him. As the nation of Judah began to rebuild their homes and busi-
nesses, God began to bless them. King Joash believed that they should also rebuild the Temple,
which had sustained much damage as well. Therefore in a Proclamation from the King, he com-
manded that everyone pay money to the rebuilding of the Temple and sent the Levites of the
Temple to pick up the required money. Time went by and nothing was picked up or given.
King Joash realized that this was not going to work. After some consideration and prayer, the
King came up with a plan that is the only successful fund-raising campaign method in the Bible
to build a building for God’s glory. He ordered a Decree that stated that a special Chest would
be placed near the entrance to the main gate that would be set aside for people make voluntary
donations and gifts to the construction of the building for God. He instructed that these gifts
were to be above and beyond the tithe to the Lord and that these were to be voluntary gifts to be
received until the building was completed.

The Chief Priests laughed at the young King, saying that this would never work. How-
ever, King Joash believed in the people of God, he believed in God, and he believed in God’s
work in the hearts of the people. The very first day that the Chest of Joash was set out it was
filled with donations and gifts. It filled up so rapidly that every day it had to emptied. The dona-
tions were used to hire carpenters and workers to do the work on the building until it was com-
pleted. This worked! God honored the gifts and offerings of the people as they gave above the
tithe to build the Temple of God. This continued for years until the work was completed. After
the work was completed, there were still funds being donated so these were used to complete the
interior materials of the Temple. This building was used to God’s glory and the people rejoiced
greatly. During this time, a revival broke out among all of Judah, and many people turned to the
Lord.

Today, AFBC is using this same Biblical method to construct and complete and fund our
new building to God’s glory. We have called it: Growing God’s Kingdom. 1t is a voluntary
commitment and donation campaign above and beyond the tithe whereby people prayerfully
choose to financially participate to build this building to God’s glory. A Chest of Joash will be
present for us to place GGK Commitment cards and donations in to God’s glory at the GGK
Banquet (March 28) and on Harvest Sunday(April 11). All donations to this Campaign will
be used go to the new building fund for the construction and completion of the new building
project. The new building project is being funded above and beyond the AFBC Budget.

I am excited about Growing God’s Kingdom and our new building project. AFBC has
been praying and discussing this for a long time. Now it is time to grow forward together! Pray
about what God would have you to do. Like King Joash, I believe in the people of God . . . I
believe in God . . . and I believe in God’s work in the hearts of our people. I believe that God
has a plan and that He will move on the hearts of His people to give to this and that we will see
an amazing revival all around us.

Think about it. Pray about it. What is God telling you?

In His Love,
Pastor Rick
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NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS EMPHASIS - LIVE WITH URGENCY
Share God’s TRANSFORMING Power Romans 1:16fil t 6 s j ust a matter

That phrase, spoken in hushed tones when death is imminent, moves people with urgency — calling family and
friends, rushing to say final goodbyes. But for those who die in Christ, death is not goodbye. When flesh dies, the spirit
lives! And, because we desire that not one person perish without Christ, we are compelled to live with urgency to share
God'’s transforming power with everyone. Some wonder, “Is it just a matter of time until Christ comes again?” If we knew
for sure that it was indeed “Just a matter of time...” how would we — how must we — live? What's stopping us from doing
that right now?

God has gifted us in unique ways to accomplish the Great Commission. Your 5,300 North American Mission
Board missionaries are committed to living out their unique call, with urgency, and are grateful for your partnership. As
the Holy Spirit moves, your missionaries experience daily the transforming results of God’s power. Lives are changed.
Communities are changed. As you reflect on the North American mission field and the amazing work being done — and
the work still needing to be done — join you hearts and your hands with them as we all pray exceedingly for, give abun-
dantly to, and serve excitedly in all aspects of North American missions.

The "Annie" of the Offering

Each year, we honor the life and work of Annie Walker Armstrong (1850- |
1938) when we give to the annual offering for North American missions named
after her. As a tireless servant of God and a contagious advocate and supporter of
mission efforts throughout the world, Annie Armstrong led women to unite in mis-
sion endeavors that ultimately led to the formation of Woman's Missionary Union
(WMU), for which she served as the first corresponding secretary.

Annie believed in Christ with all her heart, but it was her hands that expressed that
belief in tangible ways. She spent a great amount of time typing and handwriting
letters in support of missions. Many of these letters were quite lengthy and all were
filled with conviction that more could and should be done in our mission efforts. In
1893 alone, she wrote almost 18,000 letters! Annie also never hesitated to use her
hands to reach out to hug a child or distribute food and clothing and the Word of
God to those in need. Her hands held her own Bible as she studied to know how
best to share Gods love with others. And, most important, Annie was a woman of
prayer, folding her hands in prayer to intercede for the missionaries and for those
they were helping discover Christ. Annie rallied churches to give more, pray more,
and do more for reaching people for Christ. As we continue to unite to make her
vision a reality in North America today, we can be confident that her legacy will
also be ours.

WORSHIP CHOIR

Ken Haynes has been temporarily appointed

to serve as Interim Worship Choir Director
and Handbell Choir Director.
Worship Choir Rehearsals are Wednesday night,

at 7:30pm in F6.

Handbell Choir Rehearsals are Monday night

at 6:00pm in The Youth Center.
Please contact Ken if you have any questions.
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MARCH 28 BIBLE STUDY LESSON
This | esson is titled oOHow To Invest For Ete it
di mini shed | RAds, plummeting 401Kds and dram i
values has painfully demonstrated the fragile and uncertain nature of our
secular investments. Yet there are investments that last for eternity and

thatds where Jesus said we should invest. F arl
ance of Godds Kingdom is an investment for e rt
gives us biblical principles for our participation in Growi ng GandtBes i n

joy and fulfillment that comes as we understand these principles and live by
them. See you Sunday morning! Gene Wofford
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PRETEEN CAMPNVow! We have 16 children signed up for preteen camp and 7 sponsors! Praise the;’
ord! We will be attending Pineywoods Baptist Encampment in Woodlake, Texas this summer! The dates
re Tuesday, August8through Saturday, August 7. The cost is $190 persc.
s Dondt mi ss out! | f there are any ot her pretegn:s
< registration will be done on a case by case basis, if the camp still has room!

< VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL LUNCHE®Nill have ouVBS workers luncheon at noon on Sunday, &

< March21st, i n F4! | f youdre interested in helpings o
7 you would like to work this summerVBS is June 1418! e

¢/ KIDS LEADERSHIP TEAMurKids Leadership Team met for the first time on Sunday, Marchtldand <7

47 what an amazing group of kids we have! The team consists of Todd Penick, Katelyn Rose, Allison <7

<¢ Suchadoll, Hannah Kidd, and Aubrey Jones. We got so much accomplished at our first meeting! Thege

<7 kids mean business! You will be seeing them in action soon! If your preteen-63 grader) is interested, .
aginformation is |located in the church office aqfrd
o/ AWANA CLUBSur 39 Annual AWANA Grand Prix was tons of fun! We had around 40 cars entered i/

4 the race and 150 spectators! Eight Trophies were awarded for speed and best desigvé all enjoyed <

<7 chili dogs with all the fixings and had a great time of fellowship! It was a blast! AFBC AWANA Clubs #reet
«7 each Sunday evening from 5:55 to 7:30 p.m. for ages 3 (by Septembet) through the 8" grade! Be a ﬁf

<7 part of the excitement!

o MOTHERGS DAY OU-TRedistraddR E 8nadiv@Orar the fall of 2010 and is now open to the;/

Q
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<7 public! We are currently registering for the-@ay and 4day programs. The classes are filling quickly! <
<#Dondt wait! We have 65 children already enrofl e
47 Monday through Friday from 8:00 to 5:00 and on Sundays! o
W W
‘@f Loving Him, ‘LZT
ig Julie Beanland :g
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Count Your Mini Blessings!
A grandson called his grandmother to wish her a happy birthday. He asked,
OHow ol d are you, grandma?x She answered, O0629. x

moment and then asked, ODid you starlt
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MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of Arcadia First
Baptist Church shall be to
present Jesus Christ so that lost
souls are drawn to Him through
ministry and discipleship
and to encourage fellowship
in Christ for support.

A Growing Great Commission
Church For A Growing
Gulf Coast Community

YOUTH STUFF

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
« 6:30pm Worship/Bible Study
« 7:30pm Youth Ministry Council
Meeting 1st & 3rd Wednesday of
every month in the Conference

Room
SUNDAY NIGHT

« 4:30pm Drama Ministry
< 6:00pm W.R.0.C. @ TYC

« 7:00pm WRAP-UP
Sign-up for activities
(check the board)
www.arcadiafbc.org/dock

HOWDY !l  Wow!!!What a day! As you get this newsletter, the teenagers ars
off at Piney Woods enjoyin§pring Retreat '10This is an AWESOME time for

our youth. | am praying that the Lord moves in their lives in a fresh new way!
am praying that He willMPACTtheir livesin a special way so that their familieg
andALL of their friends will know (Not guess, but KNOW!/that Father has a

loving hold on them.During these few days please pray that our heavenly Fa
will alter everything
move through them!!! Please be in prayer for our main speaker, Billy Shamt)
for his family. Please also remembeur worship leader for the week, Joey, and
his familytooWe have four "Breakout Leade
Jessegoming in to share a message with the youth, tBdease remember them
andtheir families in your prayers as well. Please don't forget to pray forkdar

(kitchen patrol) Joe & Sonya Brantley and Judy VinniRgay that our Lord Jesu
will penetratethe lives and the hearts of all our teenagersie neecEVERYON
who reads this newsletter to be actively in prayer, seeking His face that the K
of kings and the Lord of lords wijust blow our socks off!!! Thank you church

for going to war for us!l!

BE BANANAS 4 JESUS!!!
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