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‘Tis the season to give thanks to the Lord for our many blessings.  On Sunday, Novem-

ber 22, at 6pm, we will be joining together for the “AFBC Thanksgiving on Sunday Service” at 

the Santa Fe High School Cafetorium to count our many blessings over this past year.  This 

year our Program will be Robert Burkhart – Christian Comedian/Song Writer, Singer, and In-

strumentalist.  Our Food Director this year is Kay Lance.  Please plan to join us for this exciting, 

fun-filled evening for families, friends and neighbors to help us count our blessings and give 

thanks to the Lord for His goodness to us. 

On Sunday, November 15, we will begin the day with Worship, 8:30am-9:30am.  At 

9:45am-noon, there will the New Building Presentation & Election.  The New Building Com-

mittee, the New Building Finance Committee, and the architect, Roy Harper, will be making 

their final presentation to AFBC concerning the new Stage 3 Building Project Masterplan.  The 

Presentation will take about hour, 9:45am-10:45am and will be for adults and youth.  Children 

and preschoolers will be in their regular scheduled Sunday School Classes at this time.  There 

will a break at 10:45am-11:00am.  At 11:00am adults and youth will continue in the Worship 

Center for the Discussion and Secret Ballot Election.  Discussion from the floor on the project 

will be permitted.  Then the recommendation will be voted on by the church.  (Please note that 

our constitution states that voters must be present in the building at the time of the vote as there 

is no absentee voting permitting.)  Ballots will be available at the break for all members to se-

cure.  The ballots will be cast near the end of the Discussion time.  After the ballots are cast, the 

Deacons will be responsible for counting, determining percentages for appropriate passage of 

the recommendation, and the announcement of the results that morning.  During this 11:00am 

time, children and preschoolers are invited to two Children’s Churches, one for older and one 

for younger children, in our buildings.    

A vote to embrace this recommendation this Sunday will be a vote to move forward with 

Stage 3 of our long-range plan to build the new building that we have been praying about and 

discussing for several years.  Please be in prayer about this important presentation and election. 

During this past 18 months, we have held Surveys, held Town Hall Meetings, had input 

from every committee, organization, leader, and team in the church, and prayerfully dreamed 

about what God would have us to become as a church over the next ten years.  Every member 

has been given ample opportunity to be involved in this visionary process of planning.  

If the recommendation is accepted, the New Building Committee and the New Building 

Finance Committee will be responsible for helping us begin the final work of planning, financ-

ing and building this exciting masterplan addition to our facilities.  It is possible we could break 

ground in less than a year and move into the new building in less than two years. 

 In many ways, this step of faith to move forward together is a step of faith in the Lord in 

a vision for our church to grow, develop and expand our ministries over the coming years.  This 

is no small step of faith.  It took a similar step of faith for AFBC to elect to build the masterplan 

for our present facilities back in about 1996.  Aren’t we glad they took that step of faith back 

then?  Now it is up to us to take the next step of faith together.  Pray about it.  Let the Lord guide 

you.  I believe the Lord will show us the way.  I believe that the Lord is up to great and mighty 

things in our church . . .  His glory to behold!  Let us find the vision (Proverbs 29:18 KJV) and pur-

pose of the Lord and boldly step out on faith together that we may honor the Lord and His call-

ing for us. 

In His Love, 

       Pastor Rick 

A Word from the Pastor: 
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AFBC Ladies Annual Sip & Sample Cookie Exchange 

“The Best Gift of All” 

Saturday, December 12th, 2009—10:00am till 12:00noon—AFBC Fellowship Hall 

Calling Ladies of all ages mark your calendar for the Annual Sip & Sample Cookie Exchange on Sat-
urday, December 12th in the Fellowship Hall.  It will be a great time of finger foods, sipping hot choco-
late, hot wassail, flavored coffees and teas and sampling cookies.  A fun craft and a very special Christ-
mas devotion are planned for all.  Here’s what you need to bring: 

Finger foods for everyone to share 

3 to 4 dozen homemade cookies for swapping (store bought cookies for those who do not 
bake, but not necessary) 

2 extra dozen cookies for sampling 

Container to carry home your treasures 

If you have questions call Peggy Anderson 409.925.6609 (WM&M Coordinator).  Don’t miss lots of fun 
and loads of laughs. 

AFBC Missions Committee 

The Missions Committee is prayerfully seeking two willing people that have a heart for missions 
work in the church, to serve on the Missions Committee for the new calendar year 2010.     

If God is leading you to a place of serving on this Committee, please contact Peggy Anderson 
925-6609, Jill Bryant 750-1619 or Edwina Wofford 925-8783.    

The Missions Committee is actively planning for a Church wide Missions and Ministries Fair  

in June 2010.  More information will be coming in January. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15  

 7:00pm Men’s Breakfast – F4  

 8:30am Morning Worship Service 

 9:45am-12:00pm Called Church Conference – By the New Building Committee & the New Building 

Finance Committee – To bring before the church their recommendation to proceed with the  

      construction and financing of a new church facility masterplan – Worship Center 

 6:00pm 2010 Budget Review/Budget Committee Presentation – Worship Center  

 6:00pm WROC – TYC 

 7:00pm Church Conference—Regular Bi-Monthly Meeting—Worship Center (All reports and any-

thing for the agenda are due in the church office by Tuesday, November 10) 
 

“THANKSGIVING ON SUNDAY” 

Sunday, November 22, 2009 at 5:30pm in the Santa Fe High School Cafetorium 

Kay Lance will be the Director this year.  Justin Smith will provide the sound. 

Robert Burkhart will provide a Christian Music & Comedy Program 

Sign-up in the foyer—Invite you friends, relatives and neighbors!  



KIDSõ KORNER 
AWANA CLUBS - Our AWANA Clubs are doing great!  The children enjoyed AWANA 

Store Night at the beginning of the month!  They sure bought a lot of stuff with their tick-

ets!  They really know how to shop!  We also had Inside Out/Backwards Night, and that 

one is always crazy!  We have been collecting cans for HIS Ministries, and we will turn 

those in before Thanksgiving.  Here’s the schedule for the remainder of the month:  11/15 - 

Ice Cream Sundae Night; 11/22 and 11/29 - No Club due to Thanksgiving Holidays!  We 

will have Club Attendance Awards on December 6th and our Christmas party on December 

13th!  Don’t miss out!  AFBC AWANA Clubs meet each Sunday evening from 5:55 to 7:30 

p.m. for ages 3 (by September 1st) through the 6th grade!  Join us! 

HALLOWEEN ALTERNATIVE - Our Craft Night on October 31st went well!  We had 

lots of food, candy, and crafts for the children!  We decorated pumpkins, painted sun-

catchers, decorated homemade sugar cookies, made pumpkin, apple, and corn prints on pa-

per, and also decorated a box to put them all in!  We had 30 adults and children come 

through and eat and visit and create!  It was a lot of fun!   

MOTHERôS DAY OUT / PRESCHOOL - We have had a great start for November!  We 

added three new little ones to our program this month, and they are doing great!  The chil-

dren are enjoying the fall and Thanksgiving crafts, and we are looking forward to our 

Sixth Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon on Thursday, 11-19.  We are expecting about 250!  

What a blessing!  
            Loving Him, 

      Julie Beanland  

 

OWLS ANNUAL RETREATOWLS ANNUAL RETREAT——DECEMBER 4, 5 & 6DECEMBER 4, 5 & 6 
Jerl Watkins-Teacher  

Hotel $100 ea. Double Occupancy ($130 single) $30 RV Space 

$30 Meals: Fri. Night, & 3 on Sat. 

Texas Baptist Encampment, Palacios, TXTexas Baptist Encampment, Palacios, TX  

SIGNSIGN--UP NOWUP NOW                                                

CALL JAN GRAY @409CALL JAN GRAY @409--925925--37513751 

 

CHURCH WORKDAY  
1st Saturday of every month  

8am till noon  

The next workday will be  

December 5.   

RSVP if possible 409-771-7908 

Count Your Mini Blessings!  

A brother and sister went trick or treating.  They came to one house, 

and no one answered the door.  They looked down and there was a 

basket of apples with a sign that said, ÖJust take one.  God is watch-

ing.×  So they each took one apple and went to the next house.  

Again, no one answered the door, but there was a basket full of 

candy at the doorstep.  The brother looked at his sister and said, 

ÖTake as many as you want.  God is next door watching the apples!× 



MISSION  STATEMENT 
The purpose of  Arcadia First  

Baptist Church shall be to     
present  Jesus Christ so that lost 
souls are drawn to Him through 

ministry and discipleship  
and to encourage fellowship  

in Christ for support. 

YOUTH STUFF  
 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

6˓:30pm Worship/Bible Study 

7˓:30pm Youth Ministry Council 

Meeting 1st & 3rd Wednesday of 
every month in the Conference 
Room  

SUNDAY NIGHT 

4˓:30pm Drama Ministry 

6˓:00pm W.R.O.C.  @ TYC 

7˓:00pm WRAP-UP 

Sign-up for activities  

(check the board) 
www.arcadiafbc.org/dock 
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A Growing Great Commission 

Church For A Growing   

Gulf Coast Community 

 

 HOWDY!!!   As you get this newsletter, weõve just completed Disciple 

Now 2009.  It was AMAZING!!!!   I would like to thank everyone who helped 
out in putting it together.  I would like to thank those who provided your living 
room floors so our groups could sleep and go through their Bible lessons.  I 
would also like to thank those who provided the meals and snacks!!!  The teen-
agers loved them!!!  Plus they just love to eat.  Theyõll eat anything that doesnõt 
eat them first.  I would also like to thank the teenagers for coming out and al-

lowing our living and VERY REAL God TO impact their lives!!!   I 

would also like to thank EVERYONE who prayed for this weekendé because 

God showed up and showed out!!!    

 A week ago we had a Dinner and Auction to raise money for the 
Ukraine Mission trip.  I would like to thank everyone who came out and sup-
ported His Kingdom!!!  Please keep praying 4 us as we keep seeking our heav-
enly father and His ways!!! 

 

Be bananas 4 Jesus!!!!!!!!  

Brian 
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