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5 Things God Wants You to Know  
if You Struggle With Doubt 

By: Abby McDonaldð www.ibelieve.com 
 

 ñThey didnôt go down on their price,ò my husband 
said with a tone of defeat. 
 I looked down at my pregnant belly and tried to 
fight tears. This was the second offer weôd made on a 
house we hoped to make our home, but things werenôt 
going as planned. We would have to walk away. 
 For what seemed the hundredth time that week, I 
questioned God. Were we making a huge mistake? 
 Our old house sat on the other side of the country, 
unsellable. My in-laws basement was our temporary 
living quarters while the birth of our second son inched 
closer. My husband was commuting 75 miles one way 
to work and my stress level was climbing by the hour. 
 Before deciding to move, we came to God numer-
ous times in prayer. We were sure we had a green 
light. But when problems mounted and there was no 
end in sight, I thought perhaps we heard wrong. 
 I doubted the steps we took forward in faith. 
 Doubt led to discouragement, and soon I couldnôt 
see anything but the problems in front of us. I forgot 
the countless ways God delivered us from troubles in 
the past. I forgot his ways were higher and his re-
sources were limitless. 
 When we go through seasons of doubt, itôs easy to 
think God is disappointed with us. We struggle to see 
how our situation will improve and instead of coming 
to him in complete honesty, we distance ourselves. 
We further obscure our vision because of our failure to 
communicate. 
 If we look in scripture, we see men and women of 
God are no strangers to doubt. Its pages are filled with 
stories of God-following individuals who, despite see-
ing miracles and being delivered from dire circum-
stances, questioned their Maker. 
 So how does He respond to doubters? With an iron 
fist? Not exactly. Usually, his response is more like 
that of a loving Father. 
 Here are five things God wants you to know if you 
struggle with doubt: 
1. His faithfulness is bigger than our doubt. Godôs 
steadfast love and character is not dependent on an 
unwavering faith. If it were, he never would have sent 
his son. He knows we are going to mess up and go 
through seasons where weôre tested. But while we are 
human and still subject to sin, God is holy and un-

changing. His faithfulness canôt be denied because it 
is an inalterable part of who he is. 
 ñIf we are faithless, he remains faithfulð for he 
cannot deny himself.ò 2 Timothy 2:13 ESV 
2. We can come to Him for reassurance. One of my 
favorite Bible stories is of the warrior, Gideon. God 
used this man to defeat an entire nation and bring 
peace to Israel, but before this victory he doubted 
Godôs plan. He asked for signs of reassurance not 
once, but three times. But the Lord did not scorn his 
need for encouragement. Instead, he delivered what 
Gideon asked. 

 ñThen Gideon said to God, ñDo not be angry with 
me. Let me make just one more requesté that night 
God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground 
was covered with dew.ò Judges 6:39-40 NIV 
3. God offers hope that goes beyond our circum-
stances. If we are consumed by the chaos and trou-
bles around us, we often lose sight of God. We forget 
the source of our hope is eternal, going beyond this 
life and our situation. This does not mean God doesnôt 
care about the details of our lives. He does. Heôs num-
bered each hair on our heads. (Luke 12:7) But he also 
wants us to keep the things of this life in perspective. 
4. He can use our seasons of doubt to grow a 
deeper faith. The person Jesus asked, ñWhy did you 
doubt?ò (Matthew 14:31) and who later denied him 
three times was given a new name after the Resurrec-
tion: Peter. Jesus specifically chose a name meaning, 
ñthe rock.ò Peter went on to spread the truth of the 
gospel to thousands, becoming a fearless martyr for 
the sake of proclaiming its live-giving truth. His doubt 
actually became a catalyst for a complete life change, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit he healed 
and saved many. 
 ñSilver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I 
give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
walk.ò Acts 3:6 NIV 
5. Doubt does not equal a loss of salvation. Doubt 
is not the same as unbelief. Denying the existence of 
God and or belief in his Son is something quite differ-
ent than struggling to understand his plan for our life. 
At some point, each of will likely experience seasons 
of doubt. And when we do, the best step is to come to 
God in honest, open conversation and invite his Spirit 
to move in our hearts. Confession and communication 
are key to a thriving relationship, and our Father 
knows what we need before we even ask. (Matthew 
6:8) 
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No Leftovers 
 The other day I was cleaning out the fridge at our 

house and threw away a ton of un-eaten leftovers. Itôs a 

little embarrassing to admit how much food my family 

wastes, though I know we are pretty much like every 

other American family. We have great intentions of eat-

ing what was left from dinner the night before, but the 

next day someone invites us out to lunch or we are 

craving a bologna sandwich, so we put off the leftovers 

to another day. More often than not, the food goes bad 

and sits in the fridge far too long before it is dumped 

out to free up much needed containers in which to store 

other leftovers. The reality is, we donôt really like lefto-

vers much (unless itôs lasagna or potato soup!).  

 As I was reading Malachi 1, it became evident that 

God feels the same about our worship.  Malachi 1:6-14 

says,  

6ô ñA son honors his father, and a slave his master. If I 

am a father, where is the honor due me? If I am a mas-

ter, where is the respect due me?ò says the LORD Al-

mighty. ñIt is you priests who show contempt for my 

name. ñBut you ask, óHow have we shown contempt 

for your name?ô  

7 ñBy offering defiled food on my altar. ñBut you ask, 

óHow have we defiled you?ô ñBy saying that the 

LORDôs table is contemptible.  

8 When you offer blind animals for sacrifice, is that not 

wrong? When you sacrifice lame or diseased animals, 

is that not wrong? Try offering them to your governor! 

Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?ò 

says the LORD Almighty. 

9 ñNow plead with God to be gracious to us. With such 

offerings from your hands, will he accept you?òðsays 

the LORD Almighty. 

10 ñOh, that one of you would shut the temple doors, so 

that you would not light useless fires on my altar! I am 

not pleased with you,ò says the LORD Almighty, ñand 

I will accept no offering from your hands.  

11 My name will be great among the nations, from 

where the sun rises to where it sets. In every place in-

cense and pure offerings will be brought to me, because 

my name will be great among the nations,ò says the 

LORD Almighty.  

12 ñBut you profane it by saying, óThe Lordôs table is 

defiled,ô and, óIts food is contemptible.ô  

13 And you say, óWhat a burden!ô and you sniff at it 

contemptuously,ò says the LORD Almighty. ñWhen 

you bring injured, lame or diseased animals and offer 

them as sacrifices, should I accept them from your 

hands?ò says the LORD.  

14 ñCursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in 

his flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blem-

ished animal to the Lord. For I am a great king,ò says 

the LORD Almighty, ñand my name is to be feared 

among the nations.ô 
 

 This passage talks about Godôs disdain for leftovers. 

The people of Israel were going through the motions by 

offering sacrifices to God, but they werenôt giving God 

what He had commanded. They were to bring a perfect 

sacrifice, one without blemish or spot. Instead, the peo-

ple (even the priests) were giving their unwanted lefto-

vers to God- blind and diseased animals. God is so dis-

gusted by their lack of reverence for Him that He basi-

cally tells them to stop and close the church doors. 

They were offering insults to God rather than pleasing 

offerings. What the Israelites were giving was mediocre 

at best while God demanded excellence. 

 I wonder how this applies to our worship today. 

When we come into Godôs house on Sunday morning, 

do we give Him our best? Do we focus our minds on 

the words we are singing and who we are singing to? 

Are we distracted by our frustrations and the worries of 

the week rather than being in the moment with the 

Lord? Are we concerned about what we are going to do 

about lunch after the service instead of delighting in the 

spiritual food we are receiving from the preached 

Word? I am thankful that through the blood of Jesus 

Christ, the perfect sacrifice, we are made holy in Godôs 

sight and it doesnôt take a perfect song or perfect moti-

vations to please Him. God is already pleased with us 

when we put our faith in Christ because we have His 

blood covering our sins. It should, however, be our de-

sire to honor God because of what He did for us by 

sending His Son, Jesus, to pay the price for our sins. 

We should WANT to give Him our best, because He 

gave us His best. As we enter into worship this Sunday 

(and every Sunday) letôs strive to give God a pleasing 

sacrifice of worship - worship that flows from hearts 

that are enormously grateful for his goodness and 

grace. I love you and love being your Worship Pastor! 
 

For His Glory, 

Stephen Wilhite 
 

On Another Note 

Choir kicked off recently, and we are preparing songs 

for our Christmas program. If you enjoy worshiping 

God in song, we would love to have you join us on 

Wednesday nights at 7:30pm in the worship center! No 

audition necessary! 



 

 

October Menôs 

Breakfast  
When: Sunday, October 15, 2017 

Where: AFBC Fellowship Hall (F4) 

Time: 7:30am 

Guest Speaker: Dr. John LaNoue 

No need to sign up, all men are welcome 

to attend. Gene Newton, Director 

Building Fund GGK3 
Reporting  9/03/17         $     4,730.00 
Reporting  9/10/17         $     2,621.00 
Reporting  9/17/17         $     3,171.00 
Reporting  9/24/17         $     1,491.00 
 

 
Total GGK3 (FOR September)         $   12,013.00 
Balance (AS OF 09/30/17)          ñ $   (2,637.48) 

Budget Receipts 

Reporting  9/03/17       $21,187.43 
Reporting  9/10/17       $15,767.22 
Reporting  9/17/17       $12,925.89 
Reporting  9/24/17       $13,267.29 
 
 
Budget Receipts (AS OF 09/30/17)                $63,147.83 
September 2017 Monthly Budget Needs           $62,819.60 

G O D õS  T I T H E S  &  O F F E R I N G S  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 7  

CHURCH FAMILY FOCUS 
Sunday School/Bible Study 

Attendance 
 

September 03 
Adults                                              145 
Youth                                                21 
Children                                           22 
Pre-School                                   12 
TOTAL                                         200 

September 10 
Adults                                         125 
Youth                                                13 
Children                                            20 
Pre-School                                   11 
TOTAL                                  169 

September 17 
Adults                                         139 
Youth                                                23 
Children                                    18 
Pre-School                                   14 
TOTAL                                         194 

September 24 
Adults                                         133 
Youth                                                24 
Children                                    18 
Pre-School                                   15 
TOTAL                                         190 
 

S.S. MONTHLY AVERAGE            188 

 If My people who are called by 

My name humble themselves 

and pray and seek My face 

and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from 

heaven, will forgive their sin 

and will heal their land. 
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Sunday Morning Worship 

 

DATE          Morning Worship Total 
 

09/03      211 
09/10      208 
09/17         259 
09/24           266 
 

Average                             236 

aL{{Lhb  
{¢!¢9a9b¢Υ 
¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ  

!ǊŎŀŘƛŀ CƛǊǎǘ .ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ WŜǎǳǎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǎǘ ǎƻǳƭǎ ŀǊŜ 
ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻ IƛƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 

Annual Fall Gathering & Pie Supper  
Thursday October 19, 2017 6:30pm.  

sponsored by: WMU of GBA Leadership 

Team & hosted by First Baptist Church 

Hitchcock. Program focus will be Post Trau-

matic Stress & the aftermath of Hurricane 

Harvey. All are invited to join us! Bring a pie 

to share (meat, pizza, sweet, etc.) & a friend! 

Quarterly Church  

Business Conference 
Sun., Oct. 22nd - 7pm - Worship Ctr. 

Conference will cover July, August & 

September business. All reports are due in 

the church office by Monday, October 9th. 

ALL church members are encouraged to 

attend, a quorum is required. 

 

2017 Santa Fe Homecoming 
Parade Outreach 

Wed., October 25
th 
4pm-7:30pm 

 

Family Fun and Fellowship 
Sno-Cones, Popcorn, Games & more!!! 
 Adult Volunteers needed to work sta-
tions, hand out church info bags, & wel-
come visitors. Please see Joshua Doss 
to help! 

!&"# ςπρψ "ÕÄÇÅÔ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ Ǫ  
$ÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ υÔÈ - φÐÍ 

 4ÈÅ "ÕÄÇÅÔ &ÉÎÁÎÃÅ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÍÁËÅÓ 
ÔÈÅ !&"# ςπρψ "ÕÄÇÅÔ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ %ÖÅÎÉÎÇ 7ÏÒÓÈÉÐȢ 4ÈÉÓ 
ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÈÁÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÒÅȤ
ÑÕÅÓÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ !&"# ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÕÄÇÅÔ &ÉÎÁÎÃÅ 
#ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÆÏÒ ςπρχȢ $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÏÐÐÏÒȤ
ÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ Ǫ ÁÓË ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÃÏÎȤ
ÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ςπρψ "ÕÄÇÅÔȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÏÆ 
Ô×Ï !&"# ςπρψ "ÕÄÇÅÔ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ Ǫ 
$ÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎÓȢ 4ÈÅ !&"# ςπρψ"ÕÄÇÅÔ ÉÓ 
ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÖÏÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÂÙ ÓÅÃÒÅÔ ÂÁÌÌÏÔ 
ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρπÔÈȟ ÉÎ ÂÏÔÈ ÍÏÒÎȤ
ÉÎÇ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ  

òThanksgiving On 
Sundayó 

 

November 19th ð 6pmðAFBC Activity Center 
  

 

Robert Burkhart will provide the program for 
the evening. Robertôs humor is Christ-centered!   

Itôs not ñgood, clean comedy.ò  
Itôs Christian Comedy ð beginning,  

middle & end. 
Robert will encourage, energize & challenge 

our church family while showing those outside 
of the faith that... FUN WAS GODõS IDEA! 

 

 

Sign up in the foyer to bring your favorite dish 
to share with all your family 

& Godôs Family. 
Volunteers are needed to 
help set-up, clean-up & 
work during the dinner., 

sign-up in the foyer begin-
ning on Wed., Nov. 1st. 

Parade Outreach  
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Hello, AFBC family, 
 Please consider donating to help provide safe sleep for ba-
bies whose beds were lost in Harvey. $40.00 buys beds for 
three babies thanks to the two matching programs. As volun-
teers for the Pregnancy and Parenting Support Centers of 
Galveston County, we are hearing many stories of babies in 
unsafe sleeping conditions and are receiving many requests 
for beds. Our babies òThank Youó. 
 We are in need of more volunteers at our distribution cen-
ter located at Dayspring Church on 646 in Santa Fe. Any 
amount of time is appreciated. We are open Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays- 10 am to 3 pm. Please feel free to 
call one of us for information about our services or volunteer 
opportunity. 
 God Bless you, Pam Bradley, Betty Clayton, Tammy & Mo 
Stevens, & Sherry Ottinger 

AFBC Ladies Annual Sip & 

Sample Cookie Exchange 
Saturday, December 2nd, 2017 

l0:00am till 12:00 noon 

AFBC Fellowship Hall - F4 

Ladies mark your calendar and 

join in the fun at the Annual Sip 

& Sample Cookie Exchange on Saturday, December 

2nd in the Fellowship Hall. It will be a great time of fin-

ger foods, sipping hot chocolate, hot wassail, flavored 

coffees and teas and sampling cookies. A fun craft and 

a special Christmas devotion planned for all. 
 

Hereôs what to bring: 

Your favorite finger food to share with everyone 

(sandwiches, soup or chili, little sausages, casseroles, 

chip/dip, veggie tray, etc) 

3 to 4 dozen homemade cookies for swapping (if you 

donôt bake, you can bring store bought cookiesébut it 

is not necessary) 

A few cookies for sampling 

Container to carry home your "Heavenly treasures" 

If you have questions call Peggy Anderson 

409.457.5718 or the Church Office 409.925.2825 
 

Don't miss lots of fun and loads of laughs. 

Veterans Day Sunday 

Recognition Nov. 12 th 
10:30am Worship Service.  

Please submit a photo & service 

information of your immediate 

family member to the church office by Wednes-

day, Nov. 8th, for the slideshow presentation.  

 We are so blessed by your support of our work and 

ministry at the Pregnancy and Parenting Support Cen-

ter! As members of the Body of Christ across our coun-

ty bottles have been filled and the needs of moms and 

babies are supplied! Thank you for full tummies and 

dry bottoms! 

With gratitude, 

The Staff & Volunteers of the  

Pregnancy & Parenting  

Support Center 

             Wednesday Night Adult  
          Bible Study 

          Join us in F6 @ 6pm 

Additional Wednesday Night Cook Teams Needed 
Additional Cook Teams are needed for the 
monthly rotation. Contact Kim McCurdy 
or contact the church office @409 925-
2825 for more information & details. 

Sunday, Nov.- 12th 6pm ð Highway 6 Ministerial Alliance 
Community Thanksgiving Service & Dessert Fellowship 

Join us at Santa Fe Christian Church, 13602 FM 1764 
Santa Fe, Texas. Bring a Thanksgiving dessert to share and 
can goods for HIS Ministry. Everyone invited! 
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You can NEVER out give God 
When I was asked to serve on the Hurricane Harvey Dis-

aster Relief (HHDR) Financial Assistance Team along 

with Pat Baurs and Sam Belcher, I said yes without hesi-

tation.  I knew that God would equip the Team for what-

ever tasks lie before us.  But little did I know what bless-

ings we would receive! 

Our job is to assess the financial needs of our church 

members, our School/MDO/Childcare and others who 

were impacted by Hurricane Harvey and have asked for 

help ï whether it be physical labor (removal of sheet-

rock, carpet, furniture, etc) or financial assistance. 

The Team prays over each request seeking the Lordôs 

guidance in helping each need.  Currently the Team has 

provided gift cards to many families in our School/

MDO/Childcare; and financial assistance to several fami-

lies in our Church.  The more we give, the more the Lord 

replaces and blesses us with funds!  You canôt out 

give God!!  Thereôs no way!  This is reassurance what 
we are doing is definitely in the Lordôs will. 

The Team has created a Request for Financial Assistance 

form that is available in the Church Office.  It asks for 

several pieces of information to help us evaluate if we 

can help with physical labor or financial assistance. 

If you would like to contribute to AFBC Hurricane Har-

vey Disaster Relief (HHDR) Financial Assistance, you 

can bring your contribution to the Church Office, place it 

in the Sunday offering plate or donate on the Church 

website at www.afbc.org.  We are so thankful for the 

many contributions received from churches in Canada, 

Lubbock, Alabama and many individuals. 

Dear Church Family, please pray for us as we continue in 

the Lordôs work.  The Lord is using our Team and many 

others in our Church as His hands and feet to reach out in 

our Community. 

We have recruited Clifford Johnson to work with us in 

making visits to many homes to assess their damage.  

The blessings we are receiving are so amazing!  God is 

so good!  All the time! 

Praising and serving the Lord! 

Peggy Anderson 

HHDR Team 
 

Joy to the World! 
 Christmas will be here sooner than you think! Nation-

al Collection week for our Operation Christmas Child 

(OCC) Project will be November 13-20, when we will 

collect gift-filled shoeboxes at more than 4,700 locations 

across the United States.                                            

 Every shoebox is an opportunity to share the Gospel 

and celebrate the true meaning of Christmas ð the birth 

of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Since 1993, OCC 

has delivered 146 million shoebox gifts to children in 

need, and as God provides, OCC hopes to reach millions 

more with these special gifts packed by people like you.  

 In the foyer on the OCC table there are brochures ti-

tled ñHow to Pack Your Shoebox Giftò that will help you 

get started with packing your shoebox, along with empty 

boxed that you can take to pack your box. Inside the bro-

chure it has an envelope to include your $9 for shipping 

your shoebox & labels for the outside of the box. Church 

wide Packing party is November 11th from 10am-1pm in 

the Fellowship Hall. The Shoebox ingathering is on Sun-

day November 19th in the 10:30am Worship Service. 
Submitted By: Betty Clayton 

 

Volunteering Opportunity 
By; Crystal Leach 

 Right now, while our church is in transition we need 

to be thinking about how to help our church grow. If we 

want our church to grow in new ways it is going to take 

volunteers willing to reach out and follow-up with peo-

ple connected to our church.  

 Volunteering offers vital help to people in need and 

the community, but the benefits can be even greater for 

you, the volunteer. When you volunteer, you step outside 

of your world and learn to touch the lives of others. Vol-

unteering can help encourage you to develop your gifts 

and skills, which are very valuable assets in other aspects 

of your life. Volunteering and helping others can help 

you reduce stress, keep you mentally stimulated, and 

provide a sense of purpose. 

 With that said, we will be starting our In-reach/

Outreach program back up soon and it will be on the 

third Sunday of every month at 4:00pm. We will meet in 

the prayer room in the foyer to get contact cards and then 

we will split up into groups to go out visiting. These con-

tacts are not all new visitors, they are a mixture of new 

visitors, people affiliated with a church ministry, or 

members who havenôt been to church in a while.  

We are not asking for long-term commitments, 

we are only asking for you to try it out and see if itôs a fit 

for you. If itôs not, then please move on to the next vol-

unteering opportunity until you find one that does fit 

you. If you are interested in this opportunity please con-

tact Joshua Doss or the church office.  

http://www.afbc.org
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